
1
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Bruckmann Yachts

Oakville has a long history of boatbuilding,
and although production building of
sailboats has disappeared in Ontario, custom
manufacturing is still strong.  Bruckmann
Yachts was started by Erich Bruckmann,
who is now retired.  He came to Canada as a
skilled cabinetmaker, initially working in
Burlington.  He moved to Metro Marine in

the late 50's, and worked there building
wooden boats.

In 1964, Erich Bruckmann started his own
company, Bruckmann Manufacturing,
building boats at a small facility on the south
side of Wallace Road in Oakville.  The
company outgrew the small building, and
moved across the street to a much larger
facility.  In the 60's, Bruckmann
Manufacturing was one of three builders
building custom  boats for C&C designs,

A Bruckmann Yachts 50 leaves the shop on its first delivery trip
Some photographs of her construction inside.  All photographs provided courtesy of

Bruckmann Yachts
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and in the late 60's built "Red Jacket", the
first non US boat to win SORC.  That win
was in 1968, and in 1969, the designers and
manufacturers formed one company, C&C
Yachts.  Bruckmann's became the Custom
building division of C&C Yachts.  As well
as building the custom boats, Bruckmann's
was responsible for prototyping and
development of production designs like the
very popular C&C 25.  The later semi-
production boats such as the C&C 41
Custom, a very successful racing sailboat,
and the Landfall 48 were produced there.
Two of the most impressive boats built at
the Custom shop were the 67 foot schooner
"Archangel" for the then owner of the
Kingston Whig Standard, and "Helisara", a
61 foot racing sailboat, built for Herbert von
Karajan.

In 1984, Erich Bruckman retired from the
Custom shop, but still did some consulting
work for C&C.

Mark Bruckmann was involved in the
Custom shop at this time, but took a year off
to get some European experience, in the
Royal Huisman yard in Holland, and with a
designer in Bremen.  He returned to the
Oakville Custom shop in 1985, and had the
sad job of winding up final production.
C&C had some internal problems, and all
production ceased in Oakville in 1986.  The
last few boats that Mark helped produce
were the C&C designed trawlers, but only
10 of them were built.

The Bruckmann family was not quite ready
to give up boatbuilding, however, and Mark,
with the help of his father, started building
again in Bronte Harbour. They were back in
the same building where his father had built
wooden boats.  Now, the boats were
fibreglass, and several of a Mark Ellis
powerboat design,  (the B28), were built for
police forces around the lake.  The most
familiar of these of course is the "Halton
Star".  The firm also did a certain amount of
refitting work.  Coincidentally, they refitted
the interior of a boat, "Kindly Light" which
was shown in the 50th Anniversary edition of

the Mainsheet, just before she went out to
the west coast.

When the firm built some larger powerboats,
and a 47 ft Mark Ellis designed sailboat
"Alizé", it became obvious that the Bronte
shed was just too small, and in 2000,
Bruckmann's moved their operations to the
present facility on Royal Windsor Drive.  In
fact, "Alizé" was finished in the new
location.

Although they will undertake major refits,
Bruckmann Yachts now does almost entirely
new building, the majority being Mark Ellis
designs, with a mix of power and sail boats.
By coincidence, when the editor visited for
this article, "Red Jacket" was back again for
a refit.  She is still actively racing out of
RCYC, which says a lot for her almost 40
year old design and construction.

All boats are built to order, and prospective
owners have a wide latitude in interior
layout and finish.  For boat shows, usually
an owner will agree lend a boat for the
show.  Bruckmann boats are shown mostly
at Newport, Annapolis, Seattle and Oakland,
although the company would like to expand
the local market.

Since moving, the company has expanded to
take over three times the area it moved into
initially, but there are no plans to expand
further at the moment.

To see the range of boats you can order, visit
the Bruckmann web site at
http://www.bruckmannyachts.com

Thanks to Mark Bruckmann for taking the
time from a busy schedule for the interview
for this article, and for the tour of the plant.
"Impressive" does not do it justice.
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Building the Bruckmann 50

The photographs below were taken over a
period of about six weeks.  Interior finishing
and exterior trim have still to be done in the
last photograph.

Moulds removed from the hull.  Some
bulkheads help maintain the hull shape.

Here, most of the interior bulkheads and
part of the cockpit structure is installed.

Deck Layup

Getting close

An AGM Reminder

By now you should have received your
notice of the Oakville Power and Sail
Squadron AGM.  Just in case it has gone
astray, the meeting is on Friday April 20th at
7:30 pm.  Location - the Crow's Nest at
Oakville Yacht Squadron.  OYS is located
on the west bank of Oakville Harbour, south
of the Lakeshore Rd. bridge.
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Automated Mayday

You have read in these pages about the
advantages of a DSC enabled VHF marine
radio.  One advantage, of course is its ability
to send an automated MAYDAY call.
Thanks to Mark Serge, who took a Radio
Operator's Certificate course with Oakville
recently, we found out that there is indeed
nothing new under the Sun.

This emergency radio was brought from
Britain by Mark's father.  It is waterproof,
and can be operated by anyone even if they
are already in the water.  The antenna is
retracted in the photograph, but extends to
about 6 feet.  The length is needed because
this does not operate on the VHF band, but
in the MF band, which gives it a potentially
much greater range.  Unlike an EPIRB, it
does not communicate with satellites, and
direction finding equipment would be
needed to home in on it.  In those good old
days, there were no satellites anyway, and
many boats used RDF for positioning.

Seeing this was a reminder that "personal"
EPIRBs are available.  They operate at high
frequency, do not communicate with
satellites, but instead a boat would carry a

receiver and a directional antenna.  This
method allows locating a man overboard in
daylight or darkness.  A harness is still a
good idea in bad weather.

Mark even provided the operating
instructions. The technical specifications are
shown, in part, below

Commander's Message

We have had another very successful
year, thanks to our very hard working
Training Department. Many hours have been
put in, not only in front of the class but also
in the trenches.
To be one of the best producing and
successful Squadrons, it also takes many
other personnel working in the
administration side of this operation. I
would like to thank all of our members
involved.

Our members have also been invited
to several social functions this year. Those
that attended not only had a good social time
with other boaters, but enjoyed several
special presentations and personal
experiences. I know that some of our
inactive members would find these meetings
very enjoyable and at a price that is unheard
of these days. Come out and see what you
have been missing.

I will be stepping down as your
Commander in April and would like to
thank all members and Officers for their co-
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operation this year. I have thoroughly
enjoyed my term and would encourage any
of our members or recent graduates to talk to
our executive or instructors and learn how
you can help in anyway. Not only is it fun
but you also add experience that can help
you in your everyday life.

The boating season is upon us and
we all know what that means, another
enjoyable summer messing about in boats.
That is after we do the cleaning and
polishing.

I encourage all members to keep in
touch and have fun boating this summer we
have all earned it.

Commander, John Hinksman

Safety Inspections

How long is it since you checked the safety
equipment on your boat?  CPS is now
authorized to carry out safety inspections,
and will give you advice on recommended
equipment as well as checking that you have
the correct mandatory equipment.  This is
free, and could save you a ticket!  In the
Oakville area, contact Stewart Robinson at
905-849-7840 or srobinson40@sympatico.ca

Volunteer in 2007 - 2008

This year we offered more courses than ever
before, thanks in part to some fresh blood
volunteering as instructors.  Partly also
because some instructors were willing to
teach more than one course in the 2006 -
2007 year.  Many thanks to them - it helps
make a successful Squadron.  We can never
have too many instructors, or people willing
to serve on the Bridge, and get things done.
This year we tried to offer Marine
Electronics, but no instructor was available.
This course is being updated, and anyone
who is knowledgeable in electronics would
be very welcome as an instructor.  If you
don't feel you have the time to devote to a
12 week course, how about teaching a three
evening PCOC course?  That is a good way
to find out if you would like to take on a
longer course.  You will meet some very
interesting people.

CPS Branding Contest

In the last year, there has been a great deal
of discussion at National level on changing
the image presented by CPS.  The name
does not mean very much to the general
public, and does not reflect our mandate of
teaching boating safety.  Hence the
rebranding contest.  Full details are in the
latest issue of the "Porthole", or you can find
the details in Members' Moorings in the
main CPS web site, www.cps-ecp.ca

Past Commander John Tansey

It is with regret and sadness that we have to
report the death on December 16th 2006 of
Past Commander John Tansey.  John was a
very social, organized person, and
contributed a great deal to the Oakville
Squadron.  He reminded us that we are not
just a teaching organization, but a social one
as well. John and his wife Rosalie started
sailing out of Bronte Harbour in a steel H28
sloop.  Eventually they bought a larger (and
faster!) C&C, and moved to Oakville
Harbour.  Both he and Rosalie were avid
cruisers, and sailed all over the Lake.  Rosalie
was also a Past Commander of Oakville
Squadron.

After retirement, John and Rosalie moved to
Picton to be closer to family.  John died after
a long illness, and was nursed at home by
Rosalie.

Our sympathy goes to Rosalie and her family.
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Bronte Harbour Dredging

Another surprise - the dredging promised for
November 2006 did not happen.  Perhaps
November 2007?  Keep your fingers
crossed, touch wood, or do whatever is
necessary to encourage the operation.  A
combination of rising silt and falling water
levels is not helpful.

Coming Events

Boating Safety Awareness Week

This year, the week is May 19th - May 25th.
At the time of writing, no events have been
confirmed, but TOWARF and Oakville
Power and Sail Squadron intend to have
safety related events running.  Check the
web sites - http://oakville.cps-ecp.org and
www.towarf.ca.

Graduation

Graduation for our 2006 - 2007 students is
May 18th at Oakville Yacht Squadron.  More
details on the Oakville PS web site closer to
that date.

Keeping your launch prep. green

Marinas everywhere are encouraging - or
insisting - that boaters follow strict rules for
keeping pollutants out of the waterways. Did
you use an environmentally safe antifreeze
when you winterized your engine in the fall?
If you used automotive antifreeze, then you
MUST collect it when you drain it from the
engine. It is not permissible to simply run
cooling water through the engine and allow
the glycol to sink into the ground.  You
should change the oil before starting your
engine - again, the oil must be collected and
disposed of properly.
.

Safety and Security

It is easy to leave items that are difficult to
reach until the next launch.  It is still worth
checking tightness of prop shaft couplings in
any boat with an inboard engine.  Are there
any chafed wires that may cause a fire?  Any
leaks in your propane system?  Is your 120V
system properly grounded? Navigation
lights all work? For sailboat owners, check
the keel bolts for corrosion, shrouds and
stays for broken wires, and corrosion at the
turnbuckles.

Then go boating with a clear conscience and
confidence in your boat.


